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Targeting acne-prone skin

Acne is one of the most frustrating cutaneous disorders, which besides physical signs also
induces emotional distress.

Acne, a condition in three steps
Acne is an inflammatory condition of the pilosebaceous follicle where hairs are formed and
where the sebaceous gland deposits its contents. This follicle is the site of three events that
occur one after the other: hyperseborrhoea, keratinisation of the pilosebaceous duct and
inflammation of the follicle.

Solutions
Hyperseborrhea is always present in acne-prone
skin. It depends on the secretion of hormones,
particularly androgens. Free testosterone is
transformed into active dihydrotestosterone (DHT)
under the influence of the enzyme 5-alpha-reductase.
This hormone increases both the size of the
sebaceous glands and their sebum production.

The second factor is the keratinisation of the
pilosebaceous duct. The duct gradually fills with
sebum and dead cells until it is completely blocked.
This is how comedones, black heads and white
heads, are formed.

Finally, bacteria (such as Corynebacter acnes) at
the bottom of the duct profit from the anaerobic
conditions thus created and proliferate. They break
down the accumulated sebum, freeing the irritating
fatty acids that alter the wall of the duct and trigger
the inflammatory process. The comedones then turn
into inflamed papules, leading to redness and
irritation.

Tighten pores
Absorb excess oil
Regulate sebum
production

Slow hyper-keratinisation

Unblock pores

Neutralise bacterial
development
Soothe inflamed lesions

Cytobiol™ Iris A2 is an active ingredient composed of Iris extract, vitamin A and Zinc salt.
It takes its strength from the combined effects of the individual constituents. The properties
of each ingredient make it possible to attack the symptoms of acne vulgaris, be it the
common adolescent form or the adult form.

Three trump cards in one, for a perfect skin
• Extract of Iris. Iris is used for its anti-inflammatory, astringent and decongestant properties.
The specific extraction process makes it possible to extract the active part of the rhizomes,
particularly the glucosides, whilst also guaranteeing perfect reproducibility.
• Zinc salt is well-known for its antiseptic properties. For this reason, it is commonly used in
dermatology, particularly on skin with a tendency to develop acne.
In addition, thanks to its inhibitory action on 5-alpha-reductase, zinc is also an efficient
seboregulator.
• Vitamin A is the final ingredient in Cytobiol™ Iris A2. At a dose of 200 international units per
ml, vitamin A is a growth factor that favours cell multiplication. It is also a tissue regenerator
and protector of the epidermis. Finally, vitamin A is recommended for oily skin as it
regulates seborrhoea by inhibiting the synthesis of lipids.

Clinical evaluation on acne-prone skin
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A trio of active products for young skins
Cytobiol™ Iris A2 is designed to be incorporated into cosmetic products that have a dual
purpose. Firstly, it will help prevent the appearance of the classic disorders associated with
skin with abnormally high sebum content.
Secondly, it will improve the condition of acne-tendency skins by limiting the manifestations
associated with an imbalance in the skin flora and lipid metabolism.
Used at 3 to 6%, Cytobiol™ Iris A2 can be incorporated into formulations specifically designed
as efficient acne-preventive treatments for young people.
It can also be used in rebalancing formulations that aim to eliminate minor imperfections in
adults, or in daily cleaning and purifying products that help maintain a clean, fresh skin.

CYTOBIOL™ IRIS A2 (code 5829)
INCI

Propanediol (and) Water (and) Alcohol (and) Iris Florentina
root extract (and) Zinc sulfate (and) Retinyl palmitate
Listed in IECIC (Inventory of Existing Cosmetic Ingredients in China) 2003

Preservative-free
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Gattefossé is an independent, multinational company
headquartered in France which creates, manufactures and
distributes specialty products used as ingredients by the cosmetic
and pharmaceutical industries.
Present in 60 countries worldwide, Gattefossé enjoys a strong
know-how and position in lipochemistry, biology and extraction from
natural sources.

Gattefossé offers the cosmetic industry a variety of high performance
products classified as:
•B
 ases and Additives: emulsifiers, coemulsifiers, emollients,
dispersers, solubilizers, thickeners…
• traditional plant extracts
• substantiated active ingredients from vegetable, mineral and
marine origins.

